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forces to the needs of the situation," Italy's doubts of the
value of the Triple Alliance to herself were increased. She
was quite ready a few months later to sign with Russia the
secret agreement of Racconigi. This aimed at Russo-Italian
diplomatic cooperation against Austria in the Near East,
and marked another mile-stone in Italy's shift from the
Triple Alliance to the Triple Entente.74
It was in Russia, however, that the Bosnian Crisis had
the most serious effects. The Pan-Slav Press was excited
to a long and violent campaign against Germany, the burden
whereof was that a war between Slavdom and Teutondom
was "inevitable/7 and that Russia must consequently hasten
to make preparations for it. And, in fact, it was shortly
after this that Russia undertook the sweeping reorganization
and increase of her army and navy which was still in
progress in 1914. To Izvolski, personally, this diplomatic
defeat, which he had to some extent brought upon himself,
was the most bitter experience of his life. It affected his
behavior all the rest of his days, filling him with a desire
for revenge and for the recovery of lost personal prestige.
The bitterness which he felt is hardly conveyed in the
formal despatch in which he announced to his Ambassadors
in Paris and London that he had been forced to accept the
German solution of the crisis. The storm of criticism to
which he was subjected by the Pan-Slav elements in Russia
was one of the reasons which forced him to give up his posi-
tion of Minister of Foreign Affairs in September, 1910, and
take in exchange the Russian Ambassadorship in Paris.75
There he was henceforth in a position to devote his untir-
ing energy and wily intrigues to knitting together more
closely Russia's bonds with France and England. He now
realized that only by their support and by increased arma-
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